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On Sunday 5th June a group of Club members set off on the Houton ferry  for the Hill 
of White Hammars reserve on South Walls, Hoy. The reserve was created by Roy 
Harris, farmer, conservationist and wildlife film-maker who, recognising the potential 
of the area, bought the land, a mixture of wet pasture, damp and dry heath-land and 
coastal  heath.   At  the  time  the  growth  of  wildflowers  was  severely  inhibited  by 
shrubby  plants  such  as  creeping  willow,  crowberry  and  heather.   Roy  set  about 
reducing the level of the shrubby growth by carefully targeted grazing with sheep.  In 
a few years he achieved an amazing transformation with large populations of a wide 
range  of  wildflower  species  becoming  established;  in  addition  the  more  open 
vegetation allowed for an increase in the numbers of breeding waders and gulls.
In  brilliant  sunshine  the  OFC  group  followed  the  paths  through  flag  iris,  marsh 
marigold, ragged robin, cotton grass, common and marsh lousewort, northern marsh 
orchid, heath spotted orchid, bog asphodel and many other species.  Common blue 
and meadow brown butterflies were present in numbers rarely seen in Orkney.  In a 
tiny burn we came across bog pimpernel in full flower, something not often seen. On 
the strip of coastal heath we found frog orchid and field gentian.  Under the guidance 
of the botanical Recorder we did a survey of these two species.  We went on to visit 
the known colony of primula scotica which appeared to be thriving.  Back at the car-
park we counted 15 blue-tailed damselflies around the adjacent farm pond. 
This  was  a  very  special  day  which  will  linger  happily  in  the  memory,  and  our 
enjoyment is a tribute to the inspiration and dedication of Roy Harris.   

OFC Programme
Club Nights are held in the St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall (just above the Cathedral) at 
7.30pm.  Refreshments are provided.  Non-members are welcome.  The entry charge 
for members is £1 and non-members £2 to help pay for room hire and advertising. 
Young people of 18 or under are admitted free.
For outdoor events please register your interest with the named contact at least a week 
beforehand  and  on  the  day  bring  warm  waterproof  clothing  and  footwear  and 
refreshment.  Midge repellent may be necessary for the Berriedale trip. Youngsters 
are welcome but under-16s must be accompanied by a relative or close family friend.  
Last  minute  changes  to  the  arrangements  will,  if  possible,  be  notified  on  Radio 
Orkney and by phone or email to people who have registered their interest.

September
Sunday 6th    Farmland Flowers, Insects and Birds.
Under the guidance of John Crossley, the County botanical and bumblebee Recorder 
we will visit  weedy farmland crops and bird crops looking at  Orkney’s traditional 
wildflowers  of  cultivation.   John  will  also  help  us  with  the  identification  of 
bumblebees. We should also see butterflies and farmland birds.  We will decide where 
and when to meet nearer the time.  Contact John Crossley on 831507.



Sunday 20th    Launch of Orkney RSPB Wildlife Explorers Group.  
From 2 – 4pm in  the Birsay Outdoor  Centre.   For  details  contact  Jess  Butler  on 
861455.  (See item below). 
Friday 25th    Club Night.  The Bumblebees of Orkney.
John  Crossley  will  give  an  illustrated  talk  on  the  identification  of  Orkney’s 
bumblebees, their status and habitat and forage plant requirements.  
October
Sunday 4th    Berriedale Picnic.
Every year  at  this  time OFC members  visit  Britain’s  most  northerly  woodland at 
Berriedale in North Hoy.  Often the trip throws up something really unusual, one year 
an osprey, another a dozen ring ouzels, another a pair of peregrines chasing a brent 
goose.   Whatever  we find,  the  scenery  is  stunning  and there  is  a  sense  of  being 
somewhere  very  special.   We  will  take  the  passenger  ferry  from  Stromness  to 
Moaness, then the minibus to Rackwick and continue from there on foot.  Contact 
Dick Matson on 751426.
Thursday 8th   Bird Nesting Habitats, Past, Present and Future by Graham Wren. 
See SOC programme.
Saturday  24th    RSPB Feed the Birds Day.   See RSPB Local Group programme.
Friday 30th   Club Night.   1859: Voyage of Discovery.
In a repeat  of his  Science Festival  talk  Professor Jonathan Side,  Director  of ICIT 
Stromness,  tells  of  Man’s  perception  of  evolution  from  early  ideas  to  modern, 
scientifically informed times and how Charles Darwin’s revolutionary ideas are more 
relevant than ever today. 
November
Thursday 5th  Namibia: Whydas, Warthogs and Welwitchia by Carol James. See 
SOC programme.  
Saturday or Sunday 14th or 15th  OFC Autumn Ramble.  
A look at what is happening in the countryside as autumn gives way to early winter. 
We will make a decision on the day and venue by 8pm on 12th Nov after a good look 
at the forecast.  Contact Roger Davies on 721395.
Friday 20th   Club Night.   Orkney’s Birds of Prey.   
Orkney’s  relatively unpopulated  and undeveloped countryside  where there is  little 
organised shooting has made the County a haven for breeding and wintering raptors. 
In an illustrated  talk  Eric  Meek describes  these birds,  their  current  status and the 
importance of the Orkney populations in the national context.
Saturday 28th   Charities Bazaar.
The Bazaar gives charities the opportunity to raise funds and show the flag and as 
usual the Club will have a stall.  We are renowned for offering the best hamper for 
raffle at the Bazaar.  We ask members for donations of goods for sale  -  plants, trees, 
home-bakes, books, videos, jig-saws and other saleable items.  Contributions of items 
for the hamper will also be appreciated as will offers of help to run the stall.  Kirkwall 
Community Centre 10am to 3pm.  Please contact Dick Matson on 751426 with offers 
of help, donations, etc
December
Friday 4th    OFC Christmas Social.   This year the Field Club Christmas Dinner 
will be held in the Lynnfield Hotel, Kirkwall.  It will be a sit-down meal – 7.30 for 
8pm.  Costs are not yet available.  Please book with Dick Matson on 751426 by 14 th 

November  by which time menus and prices will be available.  



January 2010
Friday 1st, Saturday 2nd or Sunday 3rd.   OFC New Year Ramble.   For the last few 
years  we  have  enjoyed  exceptionally  fine  weather  for  our  New  Year  Ramble. 
Nevertheless we will have a good look at the forecast before choosing the day and 
venue this  time.   We will  make the decision by 8pm on 30th Dec.   Contact  Dick 
Matson on 751426.    

Lichen Identification Events
Following Kery and Claire Dalby’s visit here in the summer, Roger Davies would like 
to organise a couple of lichen identification days if there is interest. The suggestion 
would be to meet as a group at suitable locations – probably once woodland and once 
rocky foreshore – and share the challenge of identification! Please e-mail or phone 
Roger  (roger@headweb.co.uk or  01856  721395)  if  you  would  like  to  be  kept 
informed.
 
RSPB Local Group Programme
Thursday  8th  Oct.    Bird Nesting Habitats, Past, Present and Future by Graham 
Wren.  Joint event with the SOC and OFC. 
Saturday 24th Oct.   RSPB Feed the Birds Day.  Joint event with OFC aimed at 
advising the public what food items to feed to their garden birds, how to make bird 
mixtures and what birds to expect in their gardens.  Venue: Wellpark Garden Centre 
courtesy of the Glue family.   Helpers wanted.   Volunteers are asked to give their 
names to Pauline Wilson on 741382 or Dick Matson on 751426.     
Thursday  5th Nov.   RSPB  Local  Group  AGM  and  SOC  Talk.   See  SOC 
programme.  
Saturday 28th Nov.   Charities Bazaar.  As usual the RSPB will have a stall at the 
Bazaar and bird-related goods such as books, calendars, Xmas cards and toys will be 
on sale.  Volunteers are requested to help on the day.  Please contact Pauline Wilson 
on 741382. 

Scottish Ornithologists’ Programme
Thursday 8th Oct.    Bird Nesting Habitats, Past, Present and Future by Graham 
Wren.  Joint meeting with the RSPB LG and OFC.
Thursday 5th Nov.   Namibia:  Whydas, Warthogs and Welwitchia.  Joint meeting 
with the RSPB LG and OFC.  The RSPB LG will hold their AGM starting at 7.30. 
After the brief AGM business Carol James of the SOC will give her talk, starting at 
about 8.15.

Wildlife Explorers 
Terrific news.   OFC committee member, Jess Butler, is soon to launch an Orkney 
section of the Wildlife Explorers group.  The group is the junior arm of the RSPB 
mainly catering  for  7  to  12 year-olds  (13 to  18-year  olds  become RSPB Phoenix 
members).  In line with the aims of the RSPB, Jess plans to run a series of events and 
activities to make natural history and the environment fun and to promote learning 
and enjoyment of the natural world.  
Jess, helped by Penny Martin (also on the committee), plans to run monthly events; 
and topics so far  include bats,  trees,  the wildlife  of the seashore,  cetaceans,  bird-
ringing, birds of prey, bumblebees and butterflies, wildflowers, rock-pooling and the 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. 
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Jess is holding a launch event at the Birsay Outdoor Centre on Sunday 20 th September 
2009 from 2 to 4pm which includes activities for children and information for parents 
on future plans. Everyone is welcome including non-RSPB members.
As many OFC members will remember the Club used to run a Juniors section which 
engaged in many activities of the sort proposed by Jess.  Unfortunately because the 
Club ran out of volunteers to run the Juniors and because of Health and Safety issues 
we reluctantly had to terminate it, although we have included family-orientated events 
in our calendar since.
The Orkney Wildlife Explorers will be run in close co-operation with the Field Club 
and the RSPB Local  Group.   We congratulate  Jess  on her  initiative  and ask that 
everyone gives her all possible support and assistance.              

Ted Kellock
It  is  with great  regret  that  we record the  passing of  one of  the  Field Club’s  two 
surviving founder members, Edwin (Ted) Kellock.  Ted died peacefully at his home 
in Portnockle, Moray, on June 26th. 
A former excise officer at Scapa distillery he was a passionate amateur geologist and, 
in the eyes of his professional peers, a very expert one.  After his departure from 
Orkney Ted still followed closely the activities of the Club through the Bulletin and 
Newsletters  and although in his mid-eighties  made the journey across the Firth to 
attend our President’s 90th birthday celebrations. (Elaine is now of course our only 
surviving founder member).
We extend our sympathy to Ted’s son and other family members.   

OFC Bulletin 2009
We apologise to our members for the lateness of the 2009 Bulletin due to production 
problems beyond our control.

Some Recent Records
As most members will have learned by now the most significant wildlife event of the 
summer in Orkney (and elsewhere) has been the reversal in fortunes of seabirds which 
rely on sand-eels to feed their young.  After a number of disastrous years of breeding 
failures  and of  wrecks  of  first  winter  birds  and adults  due  to  starvation,  most  of 
Orkney’s  cliff nesting birds and  terns have fledged reasonable numbers of young. 
Even arctic skuas which were at a low ebb have managed an improvement, although 
the situation with  bonxies is not yet  clear.   The sudden turn-around is difficult  to 
explain  although  one  line  of  thought  is  that  the  unusually  cold  winter  of  08/09 
affected the reproduction cycle of the plankton on which sand-eels feed in such a way 
that there was a good supply of sand-eels at the critical times in the seabird breeding 
cycles.

In the last few years we have become used to hearing of frequent summer sightings of 
cetaceans.  This year the number of reports have been fewer.  Nevertheless there have 
been some interesting records:
  5 or 6 orcas between Stroma and Swona  on 2nd June
    and a pod north of Stroma on 5th August
  a fin whale in the Firth heading towards Swona on 9th June
  a bottle-nosed dolphin stranded on Westray on 20th July
    and several seen off Black Craig 
  a pod of Risso’s dolphins off Lamb Holm on 28th June



    and 12 in Eynhallow Sound on 7th August
  a minke whale of Mull Head, Deerness on 21st July
    and one in Eynhallow Sound 3rd August
And some fish records:   
   a basking shark off Rousay on 1st July
     and one in Eynhallow Sound on 3rd August
   a red gurnard caught in Widewall Bay, s Ronaldsay on 25th July
An interesting development as regards (sea) bass, normally a fish of temperate waters, 
is  the  explosion  in  their  numbers  in  some  of  the  estuaries  on  the  north  coast  of 
Scotland, notably the Kyle of Durness and the Kyle of Tongue.  A few bass have been 
recorded in Orkney waters in the last decade and they have been caught off various 
Caithness beaches in the last two, but now there must be the real prospect of these 
superb fish turning up regularly in such places as Widewall  Bay,  Waulkmill  Bay, 
Skaill Bay and Warbeth Beach.      
  
In June there was a huge influx of  painted ladies into UK and hundreds reached 
Orkney.  There should be an emergence of fresh insects, progeny from this invasion, 
in late August and early September. There was also a large scale emergence of fresh 
small tortoiseshells in August, mainly the offspring of Orkney resident insects.
This  summer  saw  5  new  moth  species  added  to  the  County  list:  3  micros, 
Phyllonorycter  quinqueguttella,  Phlyctaenia  perlucidalis and Pseudargyrotoza 
conwagana and 2 macros, Small Magpie and Tissue.   

 


